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2.6 Terms and Conditions of Extenuating Circumstances are outline in the Assessment Policy, or if in the 
case of the qualification being validated by a Higher Education Institute will be outlines in the partnership 
agreements with that HEI and will be followed. 
 
2.7 The College’s duty of care applies to the wider College community as much as it does to the individual 
student, therefore the Fitness to Study Policy will also apply if the student poses a risk of significant impact 
on the health, safety and wellbeing of other people. 
 
2.8 A student’s fitness to study may be questioned if health problems are disrupting their studies or the 
studies of others or they are placing unreasonable demands on staff or other students. The College is 
obliged to take action if students present a risk to themselves or others. 
 
2.9 Fitness to study is a term which relates to the entire student experience and not just the ability to 
engage with studies. It encompasses, for example, behaviour, attitude, interaction with other students. This 
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c) The student makes contact with their GP;  
d) 
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6.6 The student may be accompanied at this meeting by a friend, family member or other representative 
acting in a supportive capacity.  

6.7 If the student is on a professionally regulated course e.g. childcare, counselling, there will be 
consideration of any implications for professional practice. 

6.8 
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• Head of Additional Learning Support (in the event of the student being a high needs student) 
• Head of Higher Education (if the concern is about an HE student)  

 
a. The student will be invited to attend the Fitness to Study/Practice Panel and will be given at 

least 5 working days’ notice. The students will be provided with all documentation that will be 
considered and may have the opportunity to submit any documents the wish for the panel to 
consider. Parents/ carers should be notified of the meeting and invited to attend if the student is 
under 18 or under 25 and has an EHCP. 

b. An independent note taker will also be present to take detailed notes of the discussion but will 
not take part in the case conference discussion. 

c. In the event of a HE student, the Head of HE will notify and invite any academic partnership 
representative of a validating or franchise HEI to attend. 

d. The student may be accompanied by a friend, family member or other representative acting in a 
supportive capacity.  

e. If the student fails to attend the case conference it will be rescheduled. A second invite will be 
issued with explicit instructions that further failure to attend without good reason or if the student 
refuses to engage will result in the case conference taking place in their absence. 

f. It is standard practice for the student to attend the panel but adjustment can be made to 
accommodate any situation where a student is unfit to attend, for example having submitting a 
written representation or having a representative attend on their behalf. The representative can 
be a person of the students choosing such as a friend, family member and may even be a 
member of staff who has supported the student. 

g. The purpose of the case conference is to ensure that:  

a) The student is made fully aware of the nature of the concerns that have been raised  

b) The available evidence is considered fully – including any medical evidence presented by the 
student in Stage 1 or Stage 2  

c) The students response can be heard and taken into account, including any new evidence to show 
positive engagement with the Stage 2 actin plan, or that their circumstances have changed.  

d) The student is made fully aware of the possible outcomes if the panel find that they are unfit to study. 

h. The panel will consider the evidence. If a decision on an outcome cannot be reached at the 
meeting, they may take more time to consider the evidence or to seek further advice. The panel 
may decide that the student is:  

a) Unfit to study,  

b) Fit to study, providing that certain conditions are met, or  

c) Fit to study (without conditions) 

Decision Outcome/s 

Unfit to study • Permanent withdrawal  

• Suspension of Studies – minimum period decided by panel with clearly 
defined review points 

Fit to study, providing 
certain conditions are 
met 

• Stage 3 Action Plan, monitored by 2 designated College Managers 

• Alternative mode of attendance if appropriate  
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• Further support from internal or external agency or organisation 
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11.2 In these circumstances, City of Bristol College will always endeavour to obtain the student’s 

informed consent wherever possible.  
 

11.3 If the student chooses not to provide consent, the implications of non-disclosure should be 
made clear. However, there may be rare occasions where the student’s consent is withheld or it is 
impracticable to obtain it, when confidentiality may be broken for examples


